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fOr pierrot plus percussion

Charles Peck




Program Notes

Kindling is a reflection on the spontaneous, yet repetitive motion of fire. From the outset of the
piece, the ricochet bowing of the cello and the steady pulse of the kick drum stoke the flame, while
the violin flickers and flares in response. As the piece builds, a flurry of tremolos and natural
harmonics are used to express motion that is both active and static. Eventually, the ensemble, led
by the piano and strings, conjures a steady orange glow with a series of phrases that quickly appear
and dissipate. The rapid alternations between these distinct phrases coalesce to form a continuous,

burning texture.

Instrumentation

Flute, Bass Clarinet in Bb, Percussion, Piano, Violin, Cello

— Percussion List —

1 Kick Drum (dampened with a blanket inside)

1 Hi and Low Tom (with a cloth over the drumhead)

1 Hi Bongo, 1 Woodblock, Snare Sticks

Arrangement

The violin and cello are heavily featured in this piece, so the arrangement of the ensemble should
reflect that. Use the layout below as a guide. Additionally, the violinist should stand and the cellist
should be angled such that the audience can see the cello well.

Piano

Perc.

Flute

B. Cl

Violin

Cello

Audience

Duration

8 minutes

Composition Details

Commissioned by the Boston New Music Initiative, Inc., April 2018
Premiered on April 5% 2018 by the Boston New Music Initiative
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